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cism, refines, and does not impair, our ^ower of enjoyment*
We may go further, and claim that in artistic creation or in
creative appreciation, it is criticism that makes it possible for
author or reader to "let himself go." Both are free to do so
only when they have barred out in advance a number of ad-
verse possibilities: "This way madness lies3 that way, dullness."
Knowledge and control thus close the wrong ways, leaving only
the right path open: then the reader has confidence in his
author, the author has confidence in himself: it is the conscious-
ness of mastery that makes release possible. To use again a
well-worn simile: a streamlined train rushes at full speed over
a single-track line, which is used, in both directions, by other
expresses, by locals, by freighters; this miracle can be achieved
only through an elaborate system of "critical checks": track
inspection, schedule, signals. Safety is essential to sustained
speed: power does not suffice. And safety is attained by taking
thought. Without criticism, inspiration leads to disaster.

To the general objections we have discussed above, James
Branch Cabell adds one of a very practical nature: critics have
no fower, and it is the futility of their effort that makes their
authoritative mien so ludicrous. "It is another fact that favor-
able or unfavorable reviews do not remarkably alter the sales
of a book 3 and the one thing which every publisher knows
(even nowadays, when none of them any longer pretends to
know everything) remains the axiom that, by and large, books
*selP in accordance with the informal criticism of word-of-
mouth comment."2

We believe that Cabell is right about this fact; whether it
should cause him to rejoice is another question. There are, evi-

1 Gabriele d'Annunzio claims that, even in real life, awareness, resulting-
from analysis, increases our capacity for love. D'Annunzio is a questionable
authority in matters of the spirit j but he quotes safer guides than himself,
Catherine of Siena> Leonardo da Vinci: <c 'The intellect nourishes the affec-
tions. He who knows more, loves more; and loving more, enjoys more.' Lofty
words, which are the rule of any beautiful inner life,"  (Le Vergine delle
Rocce.)

2 Branch Cabell, Special Delivery: For Rhadamanthus, Smiling.